

.£) 7 )' [/ 01 , 
^ Tv j 
TS 

WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL Thursday, Auflutt 12, Tl« 


4/C, J S ■ / /i/C'o 


i Blowing sidestream smoke on the deficit 


T he budget deficit reminds me of si* 
dwtresm imoke. I don’t really be¬ 
lieve either one le going to kill me, 
1 but 1 am afraid to say so out loud. There are 
too many passionate people devoted to the 
1 idea that they will too lull me. 

You cannot say, "Oh, pahaw!" to these 
i people and go to the next sutyeet. No, air, 
They have the missionary'* teal to make 
j you see things their way, even though they 
’ must break your spirit and aborts or two to 
! get the job done. 

j Moreover, there's a tremendous amount 
i of public relation* aimed at making us 
believe in the deadly power of sideitream 
imoke and the deficit, so one must tread 
cautiously. People under the sway of pub¬ 
lic-relations campaigns tend to be terribly 
Insecure — ybu have to be pretty insecure 
to fall for the usual public-relations pitch 
— and terribly Insecure people may be¬ 
come passionate, then violent if told they 
have bought a fake gospel. 

As with most good public-relations cam¬ 
paign*, those promoting the evils of sides¬ 
tream smoke and the budget deficit are 
supported by authorities *o authoritative 
that they would have awed a medieval 
! monk. 

These include frequent reports from the 
, surgeon general's tobacco-smoke examin- 
! ere and stacks of chans from Ross Perot. 
; The latter are buttressed by Incessant poll 
( statistics that show millions of people are 
j impressed by Rosa Perot’s charts. 

: Who dare* challenge a surgeon general 

{ In a country where most people are scared 
I to tell their own doctore they’d like a sec¬ 
ond opinion? Who dares challenge a Texas 
billionaire with chart* at his disposal? 
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No on* who wants to be re-elected, sure¬ 
ly. It's *11 very well for a child to point out 
that emperors have no clothe* on, but only 
a child can risk it, since you have to be at 
least 26 years old before you can run for 
Congress. 

' That the deficit and sidestream smoke 
may both create problems Is inarguable. It 
is the extravagant public-relations buildup 
about their danger* that makes the sensible 
cltiaen say, "Oh, pshaw,” 

While inhaling used smoke, for example. 
Is probably bad for my health, I am far 
more concerned about the likelihood of 
being Inadvertently shot in a crossfire be¬ 
tween youngster* employed in the drug 
trade. Why is there no incessant flow of 
reports from the surgeon general aimed at 
stigmatiling industries and politicians 
who, by assuring a free flow of guns to 
thesa testy youths, expose me to deadly 
sidestream bullets? 

As for the budget deficit, if it is truly so 
dangerous, and if the American people are 
aa Intent on attacking it u Perot would 
have us believe, how come practically no¬ 
body ha* begged the Congress not just for a 


big tax increase but also for a cut in the 
services the government is providing? 

People who really believe the deficit is 
going to kill them would have done that, 
instead it was selfiahness-as-usual through¬ 
out the maneuvering last week on the Clin¬ 
ton budget bill. During the finagling that 
characterised the end-game phase of this 
affair, special favors for special Interest* 
were the currency being used to round up 
enough votes to prevent absolute humilia¬ 
tion of the president. 

In short, when the test came, very few 
American* were worried enough about the 
deficit to do anything a^out it that was not 
self-serving. The consensu* of the people 
a* expressed by the Congress was that the 
problem could be painlessly disposed of by 
soaking the small minority with incomes in 
the quarter-million-doUar range. What a 
boon for lawyers and tax accountants, 
those cunning troops of the upper brackets 
whose duty is to help the well-heeled frus¬ 
trate the tax designer’s silheet daydreams. 

There are many curiosities about this 
bill. Tot those whose knowledge of history 
extends all the way back to 1992, one of 
the more -interesting la how completely 
President Clinton has turned Into Paul 
Taongas. 

Tsongas was the conservative Democrat 
who argued that the party’s first task must 
be to reduce the deficit. Campaigner Clin¬ 
ton, by contrast, said jobs had to be created 
and the middle class given a tax cut, and 
finished off Tsongas In the South by saying 
Tsongas would tax Social Security. 

Campaigner Clinton, it now seem*, was 
Jturt emitting sidestream campaign smoke. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tldm0004 



